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ABSTRACT 



This report, an annual evaluation of Mississippi’s 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act Title I program, is comprised 
of three sections. Section I presents a general analysis of Title I, 
and a description of activities and methods. Sections II and III are 
completely devoted to tabulations. In Section II appear tables 
reflecting surveys and findings covering the following areas: 
enrollment and average daily attendance; comparison of enrollment and 
average daily attendance between State norm. Title I schools and 
other schools; and test data. The final section encompasses 
statistical data relative to Title I programs, providing information 
on: progress of projects; in-service training of staff; new personnel 
(Title I) ; total personnel (Title I) ; total personnel involved in 
Title programs; and the physical construction of classrooms and 
instructional areas. [Not available in hard copy due to marginal 
reproducibility of original document. ] (VL) 



Mississippi - General 



U.S. OEPARTHEKT Or KEAllH. EDUiATlOK i WElf Att 
OFEiCE OP EDUCAliOM 



0 . ^ 



THIS DOCUHEHT HAS BEEN REPRODUCED TXACTIY AS RECEIVED FROM THE j — i 

PERSOH OR ORGAHIZATION OR1G1HAT1H6 rt. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS 



093 . 3 e B 





ED034825 



TABLE OF COfJTENTS 



Page No. 



Section 1 - 


General Analysis of Title I 


1-2 


Description of Activities and Methods 


3-12 


Section 2 - 


Tabular Data 




Table 1 - 


Enrollment and ADA Rates 


13 


Table 2 - 


Comparison of Enrollment, ADA Between State Norm, 
Title I Schools and Other Schools 


14-17 


Table 3 - 


Dropouts 


18-21 


Table 4 - 


Graduates from Title I Project High Schools 


22 


Table 5 - 


Test Data 


23-26 


Section 3 - Statistical Data 




Statistics 


Relative to Title I Programs 


27 


Table 6 - 


Progress of Projects 


28 


Table 7 - 


In-Service Training of Staff 


29 


Table 8 - 


New Personnel (Title I) 


30 


Table 9 - 


Total Personnel (Title I) 


31 


Table 10 - 


Total Personnel Involved ir» Title I Programs 


32 


Tabi ell- 


Construction 


33 



r' r-‘ r~‘ 



JO^ 



PRCGRil^ JLijU* KyjLmJ -■ Ji-^ * • JL 

CENTER EOR URBM EBOCAIION 




Of TJTL 



AjNALYBJ 

f 1 fSf A 



0 



MOGRAM EEPSREIfCE SERVICE 
CENTER FOR URBAN EDUCATION 



SECTION I 

GENERAL ANALYSIS OF TITLE I 

Any attempt to describe the major achievements or to assess the effective- 
ness of Title I are^ Indeed, legion* 'fhere Is no question but that P* L* 89-10 
has already had more Impact on education than any single piece of educational 
legislation ever drafted* 

The disadvantaged children have been presented educational opportunities 
vfhich tiould not have been available aside from Title I* (1) The employment 
of additional teadiers to lower the pupl 1 -teacher ratio has allowed for more 
individual Instruction, as well as, lowering the number of children occupying 
a single classroom* (2) In-service training of staff has brought about a 
revolution In teacher attitudes. Interest and understandings of how to better 
translate the educational objectives Into anticipated outcomes for the 
disadvantaged children* (3) Food services have been provided which have 
definitely resulted In Increased attendance, changes In Interest, ideals and 
aspirations of those educationally deprived children served* (4) Title I 
has brought about a dianged school environment through the provision of 
general elementary and secondary education supplies* It has allowed and 
provided pupils a *'diance to learn*' by placing materials and equipment In 
the classroom, heretofore udieard of In the schools of this state* These 
supplies and equipment have helped to change the atmosphere of the class- 
room to one more conducive to learning by offering the child a chance to 
take part, find success, and to actually enjoy school experiences* An 
Increase In the general level of attainment has resulted frocn the development 
of these programs centered around the needs of the child* 



(Generally speaking, target area schools were found to be in need of 
programs designed to challenge and enhance the pupils on a secondary level, 
to complete the public school prograr< and then find their respective place 
in society* Guidance and counseling services have been of tremendous value 
in determining the needs of the student and working together (counselor and 
student) to resolve the problem* Ine programs which provided such activities 
as recreation, health, food, cultural and educational were geared to help the 
child acquaint himself more fully with his environment and to become a happy, 
well adjusted member of our society* 



Description of Activiries and Methods 
A, sea Service to LEA’s 

A series of conferences were held over the state by members of the 
SEA, Title I, ESEA staff to discuss with the LEA*s the Importance of 
general planning, drafting of applications, developing, evaluating, 
fiscal and adnini strati ve, matters pertaining to projects* Guidelines 
were developed and mailed to the LEA*s as guides to be used In evaluating 
projects* Numerous memos were sent out as a means of dissemination of 
Information* 

The State Department of Education, through Its Title I, ESEA office 
conducted four regional conferences on the "Education of the Disadvantaged 
Children". These conferences were follow-up conferences held In 
Washington, 0. C. In July, 1966. They had a fourfold purpose as follows: 
(1) The exploration and examination of approaches and Ideas which nay 
Improve the quality of Title I, ESEA programs, (2) The dissemination 
of Information concerning other agencies of local, state and federal 
governments and the manner In vdilch they might cooperate In Title I, 

ESEA programs, (3) The explorations of the opportunities and problems 
that were evident to school districts which had programs that served to 
be outstanding In the results they produced; and, (k) The discussion 
of the topics dealt with In the national conferences to generate new 
approaches. 

The SEA field staff makes routine checks with the LEA’s concerning 
physical records. Inventories, project Implementation, etc. Upon request 
from the LEA for help, a specialist from the SEA, Title I, ESEA office 



tjoes directly to the L£A and gives the needed individual assistance# 



These conferences and individual visits have proven very helpful# 

6# Host Pressing Educational Needs 
General Academic Achievement 

1# Basically Reading: The need to raise the general academic 

achievement level and develop reading and language skills of 
the disadvantaged children. Reading and language skill 
centers as well as special equipment and materials have 
provided assistance to the new reading programs# Results 
of tests administered indicated that a majority of the 
disadvantaged children scored in the lowest hi of the 
national norm* 

2# The lack of qualified teachers and general staff members to 
meet the educational needs of the educationally deprived 
children was acute* As a result of in-service training 
programs developed by the LEA under the supervision of 
University personnel, teaching techniques have improved, 
new ideas have been encouraged, staff members better under- 
stand the problems of the culturally deprived child and 
what to do about them* The use of teacher aides and other 
para-professionals seem to be the answer to our problem at 
present* These aides have relieved the classroom teacher 
of many of her routine chores leaving her more time to 
spend on individual instruction* 
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3« General Enrichment and Curriculum Expansion: General 

enrichment, curriculum revision and expansion was found to 
be a "must** if our educational programs are to meet the 
needs of the times* Through planning, many, new, improved 
and expanded academic programs have been developed* The 
addition of new equipment, facilities and supplies have 
created a better school environment* This has caused many 
of our teachers to catch a new vision and develop a renewed 
spirit of enthusiasm* As a result, pupils have exhibited 
marked improvement in their attitudes, attendance and 
interest in education* The end result is to reduce the 
dropout rate and prevent absentees* There has been a 
definite need to develop programs to change the negative 
attitudes that many of our boys and girls have displayed 
toward school* By the gradual enrichment of the curriculum, 
it is evident, by observation, that those districts doing 
the most in this area will have dramatic impact on this problem* 
The full impact of Title I on pupils in this area is yet to 
be felt* Pre-school programs were developed to provide 
educational opportunities during those formative years of 
early childhood for those boys and girls from situations 
where the incidence proverty is the greatest* 

4* Reduction of Pupi 1 -Teacher Ratio: Reduction of pupi 1 -teacher 
ratio was found to be needed in many of the target area schools 
if the educationally deprived children were to receive the 

- 5 -. 



Individual attention needed to provide a basis for renewed 
interest in education and a more favorable and positive attitude 
toward society* Surveys based on target area schools indicated 
pupi 1 -teacher ratios of as much as 63-1* 

5^ Health Services: By the use of teacher referral. Health 

Department checks, etc*, many children were found to be in need 
of food, clothing, eyeglasses, medical and nursing services. 

C. Most Prevalent Project Objectives 

1* Reading and Language Arts 

2. General Elementary and Secondary Educational Supplies 
3* Food Services 
4. Health and Physical Fitness 
5* Equipment 

D. Title I Activities and Those of Other Federal Programs 

1* There have bfien no programs developed which have been 
supplemented by either Title II, III, IV, or V* 

2* There have been Food Service Programs developed which served 
free lunches and lunches at a reduced rate* These programs 
have been highly successful* The director of the State School 
Lunch Program reports a number of outstanding projects where 
Title I funds have supplemented their regular lunch programs 
either as free lunches or lunches at a reduced rate. 

3* V/e do not have projects where comnunity action agencies and 
Title 1 have directly supplemented each other* We do have, 
however, many instances where agreements between the local 
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educational agency and the comnunity action agency for special 
classes or services* There has been a good vforking relationship 
between the two agencies* 

4. We have no programs working in conjunction with the neighborhood 
youth corps. 

5. The lea's have reported a very good working relationship with 
the job corps. The L£A*s have furnished on the job training and 
supervised the trainees during the training period. School 
facilities have been used to teach the trainees in a basic 
education program. 

6. Welfare administered programs have furnished valuable information 
as well as service in determining eligibility of educationally 
deprived children. The county welfare departments have been 
very helpful in determining the need for free 1undies> etc. 

7. There are no programs involving Title 19 of the Social 
Security Act. 

E. Staff Development and Utilization 
a. SEA 

1* In-Service Training: 

(a) District conferences held over state. 

(b) Visits to local districts to work on individual basis 
in planning, implementing and evaluating projects. 

(c) Recommended use of college personnel to aid the LEA's. 
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2* Recruitment Hethod: 

(a) The coordinator of Title I, ESEA Programs seeks out through 
personal relationship qualified people in education who 
might be interested in coming with the State Department* 

(b) The coordinator would ask for recommendations from regular 
staff members* 

(c) The coordinator would seek recommendations from department 
heads in the State Department of Education of possible 
applicants that would be qualified for the position vacant 
at that time* 

3* Staff Utilization: 

(a) The office staff is a well organized group of educators 
who have had varied backgrounds in the education field* 
Through staff meetings, conferences, etc*, each member 
has gained a fair knowledge of the nature of all phases 
of the program and is able to assist the LEA»s in the 
overall conduct of their programs* 

(b) The staff is ready to aid the LEA in the State Office or 
conduct “on the spot*’ visits to the district* 

LEA 

1* In-Service Training; 

(a) In-service training programs were many and varied* Some 
LEA»s used local staff members to conduct teacher training 
programs which dealt mainly with the educationally deprived 
children* 



(b) Some used college personnel* 

(c) Some used the talents of commercial concerns in 
demonstrating the use of equipment* 

2* Recruitment Methods: 

(a) Due to the shortage of trained personnel available to teach 
the disadvantaged children^ administrators have been forced 
to find ways of utilizing present staff and employing 
para-professionals (teacher aides) to relieve the classroom 
teacher of many of her manual chores and allow her to spend 
more time teaching* 

(b) Use of retired teadiers on a limited basis* 

3* Staff Utilization: 

(a) Administrators have learned that the greater the involvement 
or utilization of staff, the better the job will be done* 

(b) Boards of Education have found that the entire staff must 
be involved and informed of the community needs as well as 
the needs of the disadvantaged child in order to fully 
utilize the potential of each staff member* 

(c) Many districts are using the team- teaching method to take 
full advantage of special training of staff members* 

F* (1) Involvement of Non-Public School Children 

(a) SEA - 1* When project applications come to the SEA that 
have non-public school children eligible to participate, 
we look very close to see what provision is made for 
them to take part in the proposed project* 
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(b) LEA‘s - i. Many projects have provided for participation 

of the non-public school children during the 
regular school day, after school and on 
Saturday. 

2. Programs such as library services, physical 

education classes and surrener programs have been 
developed with these children in mind. 

F. (2) Describe the most commonly funded projects involving non-public 

school children; 

Library Services 
Physical Education Classes 
Summer Programs 

G. Programs Designed for Handicapped Children 

1. The SEA has encouraged the LEA’s to develop activities in 
projects for the handicapped children in low income areas. 

There were ten (10) districts in the state when there were 
specific activities developed in their projects which made 
special provisions for the handicapped under Title I. Special 
education, speech therapy and psychological services were the 
most commonly used activities. 

The SEA was able to give assistance in planning and drafting 
applications, in administrative and fiscal matters, operation 
of projects and in the evaluation of programs and activities 
in the projects. When the need arose, specialist from the 
state department were called in to give technical advice. 

The State Director of Special Education and other specialist 
were most helpful in these areas. 
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Most of the activities developed by the LEA*s in the state 
for the handicapped children fell into these areas; 

(a) Special education ror the mentally retarded. 

(b) Speech therapy for those having speech impairments 
and psychological services for children needing that 
service. 

3. Problems Resolved 

A. There are many problems facing the state of 
Mississippi today but after the second year of 
Title I, ESEA, we are at last able to see that many 
of them can and will be resolved with continued 
efforts of all dedicated educators working hand in 
hand with community leaders, parents and those 
interested in raising the general achievement level 
of the children of our state. 

Probably the one area where more progress has been 
made than any other is in 1 taffi ng and training . 

The demand for teachers, specialist, professional and 
para-professionals brought on by Title I have been 
tremendous* This problem is not completely resolved 
but great progress has been made by in-service 
training and special training programs along with 
the use of teacher aides to relieve the classroom 
teacher of some of those chores he normal ly. would 
be performing. 



—11 — 



o 



Misinterpretation of regui rement s by local agencies and 
community understanding of their responsibilities i s 
another area vdiere great progress has been made but by no 
means has this problem been resolved. 

B. A major problem for the state of Mississippi and the 
Title I program is the late funding of the program. We 
have found that by the time Congress funds the program, 
the school year is almost half over. This works a hard- 
ship on the LEA'S in planning and developing programs 
and activities. This problem is of such magnitude the 
SEA is unable to give guidance in projecting programs to 
meet the needs of the educationally deprived children 
over a long period of time. 

V/e feel that Congress could fund the program for more 
than one year at a time. Unless school people know by 
early July what funds to expect and how to prepare the 
budget for the next fiscal year, it makes it almost 
impossible to get qualified, competent personnel to staff 
the program. 
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Reflect in this’ table by grade the 
relationship between Dropouts and 
Enrollment expressed as a percentage 
between Local Norms, Title I Schools, 
66-67 and Other Schools. 
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TATISTICAL DATA 



STATISTICS RELATIVE TO TITLE I PROGRAMS 





1965-66 


1 966-67 


Number of districts participating 


128 


147 


Largest number of schools participating 
in one district 


17 


19 


Smallest number of schools participating 
in one district 


1 


1 


Total number of schools participating 


452 


558 


High Schools participating 

(many accomodate grades 1-12) 


216 


260 


Elementary Schools participating 


236 


298 


Total number of approved projects 


305 


150 


Average number per district 


2.38 


1 


Total funds committed to districts 


21,566,993.35 


23,193,256.00 


Average per district 


168,492.13 


157,811.26 


Average per school 


47,714.58 


41,502.25 


Average per project 


70,711.45 


154,655.04 


Average per pupil 


83.56 


63.66 


Largest project funded 


722,715.60 


711,987.00 


Smallest project funded 


1,727.09 


6,254.00 


Unduplicated count of pupils participating 


258,087 


364,370 


Largest number participating 
in one district 


16,494 


16,633 


Smallest number participating 
in one district 


75 


30 
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The following compilations reflects the 
progress of projects. Many of the projects 
contained several activities. This 
represents 100% of the projects in effect 
during FY 67* 
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PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN TITLE I PROGRAM 
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In this table the type housing utilized to alleviate space 
problW #nd the area in which the space was used. A state-wide study 
1*111 ||fve soMe indication as to the total number of classrooms and 
ether space need areas being supplied directly by Title I. ^ this 
table njJJSSS only that which has been proyi dcd t hrough Ti t li^ il 

Examplesi ^ 

!• Ip the event a double pcrtabl 6 unit is bcin^ used with ons section 
utilized as a classroom and the other section utilized as a materials 
centetj reflect this on the table by marking one (1) under portable 
unit by classroom and one (1) under portable unit by materials center. 

2. In the case of permanent construction of a shop facility having 
two (2) classrooms mark appropriately according to use. If one 
room is used for Industrial Arts mark under permanent construction 
O one (1) by this area. If the second room is for vocational shop 
mark a one (1) accordingly. 





Permanent 

Construction 


Portable, 
Mobi le 
Uni ts 


Lease 

or 

Rent 


Classrooms . 
(Instructional) 


72 


33lt 




Offica Space 


15 


8 


1 


Haterials Center 


10 


41 


7 


Lunchro*^ " 
(Dining Area) 


2 


7 




library 


13 


16 




Dusiness education 




7 




- 1 Ill 1, 1 III II 

Industrial Arts 


3 


.8 




" ■ V- ' ’ •' 1 ' , I - / i ■ . — . - 

Vocational (Shoo) 


9 






' otW 


4 


28 


1 










Total 


i2l 


449 


9 



o 
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